Inside Out
e-lesson

Week starting: 28th June 2010

1. The United States
This week’s lesson is about the United States, which famously celebrates its national
independence on 4th July.
Level
Pre-intermediate and above (equivalent to CEF level A2-B1 and above)
How to use the lesson
1. Brainstorm on the subject of the United States.
2. Divide the students into pairs and give each pair a copy of Worksheet A. Give them
a few minutes to read the text, looking up any new vocabulary, then ask them to fill
the gaps with the correct words from the box. This exercise introduces some of the
vocabulary that appears on Worksheet B. Make it clear that there is only one possible
word to fill each gap, and that there are fifteen words in the box but only twelve gaps
in the text, meaning that three of the words should not be used.
3. Check answers in open class.
4. Keeping the students in their pairs, hand out copies of Worksheet B in which
students have to match the numbers in the first column of the table with the items in
the middle column. Point out that in some cases the numbers are approximate.
Although Worksheet A provides a little help, in some cases students will probably
have to take a guess.
5. Check answers in open class.
6. Keeping the students in their pairs, ask them to turn over their copies of
Worksheets A and B or to temporarily hand them back to you. Then hand out
Worksheet C and ask the students to complete Exercise 3 in which they have to look
at fifteen sentences based on the content of Worksheets A and B, decide whether they
have been written correctly, and then ‘bet’ anything from 10 to 50 points on their
guesses. In the first column after the statements they should write C (correct) or I
(incorrect). In the second column they should write the number of points they are
willing to bet on their answer (10 points if they are forced to guess, going up to 50 if
they are very confident about the answer). Note that most of the incorrect sentences
only contain one mistake.
6. After the pairs have given their answers, it’s time to score. Each pair calls out their
answer and how many points they have bet. If they have answered correctly, students
enter their points in the final column (points won). If they have answered incorrectly,
they should enter their points in the third column (points lost). At the end, students
subtract the total of the third column from the total of the fourth column to give the
total number of points they have won. The pair with the most points wins.

This page has been downloaded from www.insideout.net.
It is photocopiable, but all copies must be complete pages. Copyright © Macmillan Publishers Limited 2010.

Inside Out
Answers
Exercise 1
1. smallest 2. people 3. chewing gum 4. main 5. person 6. she
7. important 8. male 9. military 10. outside 11. fewer 12. number
Words that should not be used: soldiers, woman, more
Exercise 2
A: 300 B: 40 C: 70,000 (and set to increase during 2010, before the planned withdrawal)
D: 2 (Madeleine Albright and Condoleezza Rice) E: 0 F: 25,000,000 G: 0 (There are
some conflicting statistics, but according to many estimates the three are The Beatles, Abba
and Queen – British, Swedish and British respectively.) H: 105,000,000 I: 30,000,000
J: 20 K: 25 (not including those states that border the Great Lakes) L: 48
Exercise 3
1. Correct.
2. Incorrect. Fifty per cent of American states are next to the sea.
3. Incorrect. California has a population of 37 million.
4. Correct.
5. Incorrect. There are a lot of US military personnel in Afghanistan.
6. Correct.
7. Incorrect. The US women’s soccer team is number one in the world ranking.
8. Correct.
9. Incorrect. The US men’s basketball team won the gold medal in the last Olympic Games.
10. Incorrect. The US military includes the army, navy and air force.
11. Correct.
12. Correct.
13. Incorrect. Madonna is the biggest-selling female solo artist in the history of pop music.
14. Incorrect. The Democratic Party is one of the two main political parties in the US.
15. Correct.

2. Related Websites
Send your students to these websites, or just take a look yourself.
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_states
The United States entry in Simple English Wikipedia. Accessible to pre-intermediate level.
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Independence_Day.shtml
From a US government website, a section on the 4th July Independence Day celebrations and
related themes. Intermediate level and above.
http://eleaston.com/brit-eng.html#diff
From the E. L. Easton EFL website, a page with links to numerous sites on the subject of the
differences between American and British English.
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